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Consumer Spending
Spending by income quintile* between 2012-2013
Average spending by each consumer unit (household). Household can be one person or more.

Spending lowest income 
quintile 2012-2013

Spending second income 
quintile 2012-2013

Spending third income 
quintile 2012-2013

Spending fourth income 
quintile 2012-2013

Spending highest income 
quintile 2012-2013

Spending decreased in all quintiles except for the 
lowest quintile, which increased by $239. Spend-
ing on healthcare increased in all categories with 
the exception of the highest income quintile in 
2013. In contrast, all quintiles decreased spending 
on cash contributions. Expenditures on food 
increased for the lowest two quintiles, while 
spending decreased for the upper quintiles.

By the second income quintile housing increased 
$2,929 in 2012 while in 2013 housing increased 
$2,537. Transportation increased $2,044 in 2012 
and $2,557 in 2013. Food increased $1,032 in 
2012 while in 2013 increased $1,135. Healthcare 
increased $1,052 in 2012 and $1,002 in 2013. All 
other expenditures increased $382 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $14.47. Personal insurance and 
pensions increased $1,149 in 2012 and $1,216 in 
2013. Entertainment increased $598 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $398. Apparel and services 
increased $374 in 2012 and $317 in 2013. Cash 
contribuition increased $400 in 2012 and $466 
in 2013.

The first income quintile the total of housing was 
$9,071 in 2012 while in 2013 housing increased 
$9,198. The total of transportation was $3,428 in 
2012 and $3,308 in 2013. The total of food was 
$3,477 in 2012 while in 2013 increased $3,630. 
The total of healthcare was $1,686 in 2012 and 
$1,799 in 2013. The total of all other expenditures 
was $382 in 2012 while in 2013 increased $14.47. 
The total of personal insurance and pensions was 
$491 in 2012 and $465 in 2013. The total of enter-
tainment was $1,000 in 2012 while in 2013 
increased $1,013. The total of apparel and 
services was $761 in 2012 and $725 in 2013. The 
total of cash contribuition was $699 in 2012 and 
$578 in 2013.

By the third income quintile housing increased 
$1,250 in 2012 while in 2013 housing increased 
$1,567. Transportation increased $2,989 in 2012 
and $2,485 in 2013. Food increased $1,325 in 
2012 while in 2013 increased $998. Healthcare 
increased $261 in 2012 and $210 in 2013. All 
other expenditures increased $454 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $468. Personal insurance and 
pensions increased $1,989 in 2012 and $1,821 in 
2013. Entertainment increased $436 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increase $564. Apparel and services 
increased $221 in 2012 and $332 in 2013. Cash 
contribuition increased $100 in 2012 and $149 
in 2013.

By the fourth income quintile housing increased 
$5,166 in 2012 while in 2013 housing increased 
$5,334. Transportation increased $2,984 in 2012 
and $2,453 in 2013. Food increased $2,167 in 
2012 while in 2013 increased $2,061. Healthcare 
increased $1,173 in 2012 and $1,378 in 2013. All 
other expenditures increased $1,074 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $2,370. Personal insurance and 
pensions increased $2,832 in 2012 and $2,876 in 
2013. Entertainment increased $875 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $870. Apparel and services 
increased $760 in 2012 and $487 in 2013. Cash 
contribuition increased $986 in 2012 and $898 
in 2013.

By the fifth income quintile housing increased 
$11,483 in 2012 while in 2013 housing increased 
$12,458. Transportation increased $4,678 in 2012 
and $5,836 in 2013. Food increased $3,538 in 
2012 while in 2013 increased $3,564. Healthcare 
increased $1,826 in 2012 and $1,580 in 2013. All 
other expenditures increased $3,949 in 2012 while 
in 2013 increased $3,360. Personal insurance and 
pensions increased $8,705 in 2012 and $8,698 in 
2013. Entertainment increased $2,547 in 2012 
while in 2013 increased $2,300. Apparel and 
services increased $1,247 in 2012 and $1,204 in 
2013. Cash contribuition increased $2,006 in 2012 
and $1,991 in 2013.

Average expenditures per consumer unit (1) in 2013 were 
$51,100, little changed from 2012 levels, the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reported. In 2013 spending decreased 0.7 
percent during the same period that the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI-U) increased 1.5 percent. In 2012 spending had 
increased 3.5 percent, outpacing the increase in prices. In 
2013 average income per consumer unit edged down 
from 2012.

Most of the major components of household spending 
decreased in 2013. The largest declines occurred in the all 
other expenditures (-8.2 percent) and apparel and services 
(-7.6 percent) components. The all other expenditures 
category includes alcoholic beverages, education, miscella-
neous, personal care products, reading, and tobacco 
products, all of which showed decreases. The only major 
components of household spending to increase were health-
care (2.1 percent), housing (1.5 percent), and transportation 
(0.1 percent). Overall food expenditures did not change in 
2013, however food at home increased 1.4 percent while 
food away from home decreased 2.0 percent. Other high-
lights include a 4.7-percent decrease in entertainment 
spending and a 4.1-percent decrease in cash contributions.

*Income quintile:
An income quintile divides the population into five 
income quintiles (from lowest income to highest 
income) such that 20% of the population is in 
each group. The quintiles are based on Dissemi-
nation Area (DA)* level average household income 
values from the public-use Census files.

*Dissemination Area is a small area composed of oner or more 
neighbouring dissemination blocks, with a population of 400 to 700 
persons.
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Average income per consumer unit: 

$10,092
Average income per consumer unit: 

$26,764
Average income per consumer unit: 

$43,592 
Average income per consumer unit: 

$67,344 
Average income per consumer unit: 

$134,044


