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Zebra Factor
House, M.D. was a critically-acclaimed American medical 

drama television series created by David Shore and 
executively produced by film director Bryan Singer. The 
Emmy and Peabody award-winning medical drama debuted 
on the FOX Network on November 16, 2004, and aired its 
last episode on May 21, 2012. For eight years the show 
brought in people from around the globe, bringing intrigue 
and mystery in the form of unusual medical cases. 
Furthermore, these cases were the catalyst for the 
discussion of philosophical and ethical issues and decisions, a 
lot of which were not left with a clear victor, but revealed 
more of the character of each of the different doctors that 
comprised the team each year. 

In the end, while the team didn't completely understand 
(or appreciate) House's methods fully, the show gives a final 
hurrah as each of the members walks away with something 
they realize was the right thing to do after all. Everything is 
challenged, nothing is sacred, and the most profound 
revelations of life can be found within the 172 hours of 
television given over the course of the eight seasons of 
pill-popping, dripping sarcasm, dark humor, and intelligent 
storytelling ever to grace the small screen of the living room. 

In medical slang, a zebra is a surprising, unexpected 
diagnosis. In many cases, an uncommon or rare disease 
which has identical symptoms to a common disease qualifies 
as a zebra. As such, most medical students have to learn, like 
Foreman did, to assume during a differential diagnosis that 
the patient's symptoms are caused by a common ailment 
rather than a rare one. However, as House usually only 
handles patients where common diseases have been ruled 
out, he often has to re-educate his fellows to not only 
consider rare diagnoses as part of the differential, but to 
prefer them. He also frequently reminds his fellows that they 
often have to ignore missing symptoms as most symptoms 
are not found in every patient who has a disease. 

 A "1" denotes a fairly common disease, and usually the 
delayed diagnosis is the result of the patient lying about their 
medical history. A "10" is a disease no doctor is likely to see 
a case of in their lifetime.
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Arterio-Venous Malformation

Cancer

Heavy Metal Poisoning

Hemochromatosis

Leprosy

Porphyria

Sepsis

Severe Allergic Reaction

Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura

Vitamin K Deficiency

Wilson's Disease

Celiac Disease

Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Strongyloides

Myasthenia Gravis

Damned If You Do

Episode Titles Diagnosis

DNR

Sports Medicine

Cursed

Babies & Bathwater

Kids

Honeymoon

Acceptance

TB or Not TB

Spin

The Mistake

Skin Deep

Clueless

Who's Your Daddy?

Que Será Será

Finding Judas

Merry Little Christmas

Words and Deeds

Top Secret

House Training

Resignation

The Jerk

97 Seconds

Whatever It Takes

It's a Wonderful Lie

Living the Dream

Dying Changes Everything

Not Cancer

The Itch

Emancipation

Let Them Eat Cake

Big Baby

Here Kitty

Under My Skin

Both Sides Now

Known Unknowns

Teamwork

Ignorance Is Bliss

Wilson

Remorse

Moving the Chains

Baggage

Unplanned Parenthood

Carrot or Stick

Family Practice

Last Temptation

Changes

The Fix

Dead & Buried

Nobody's Fault

Body and Soul

The C Word

The Socratic Method

Episodes with more than one diagnoses

Three Stories

Forever

Man of the House
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Ep 21: Three Stories,
A critical episode in the 
development of House's 
character and his backstory.

Ep 6: The Socratic Method,
House and the team work with
the son of a schizophrenic woman 
who has been diagnosed with 
alcoholism. Intrigued by her 
schizophrenia and the fact she has
a condition she's too young to get, 
he takes her case and finds 
multiple problems.

Ep 21: Forever,
The team is faced with a 
woman whose behavior 
appears to be a threat 
to her newborn son. 

Ep 23: Who’s Your Daddy,
A Katrina survivor, presumably 
the granddaughter of a famous
blues singer, convinces 
House's friend Dylan Crandall 
that he is her father.

Ep 8: Whac-A-Mole,
A young man collapses at his job, 
and House makes a game of 
establishing the diagnosis until 
things turn critical.

Ep 24: No Reason,
While trying to figure 
out the disease of a 
man whose tongue
has swollen grossly, 
an old patient of
Dr. House comes back 
to seek revenge and 
shoots him.

Ep 12: One Day One Room,
House is sent to Clinic duty
and has four patients. One has 
a cockroach in his ear, the 
second has athlete’s foot in 
his nose from using a toenail 
clipper, the third patient is 
diagnosed with an STD 
and finally the fourth had 
swallowed a magnet.

Ep 15: House’s Head,
House suffers a concussion
in a horrendous bus accident 
and loses his memory of the 
events just before the crash.
However, as he starts to 
recover his memory, 
he becomes sure that one of 
his fellow passengers was 
suffering a life-threatening 
illness and risks his own 
recovery in order to prove 
that he was right.

Ep 1: Broken,
House fights his doctors, 
the staff and his fellow 
patients when he's forced 
to stay in the psychiatric 
hospital under threat of 
permanently losing his 
medical license.

Ep 12: Painless,
At Cameron's urging, 
House and the team take 
on the case of a man 
living with such severe 
chronic pain that he tries 
to kill himself, unable to go 
on after living for years 
without a diagnosis or 
any relief from his suffering.

Ep 21: Help Me,
Cuddy, House and members 
of the team join forces with a
search-and-rescue team to 
provide much-needed medical 
attention at the scene of an emergency.

Ep 22: After Hours,
Thirteen's ex-con friend, Darrien, 
arrives at Thirteen's apartment 
unannounced and in need of 
urgent medical attention. 
Meanwhile, House deals with 
devastating information, and 
Taub begins to come to terms 
with surprising news.

Ep 15: Blowing the Whistle,
House treats a sick soldier who 
is under heavy guard because 
he has leaked a video of a 
military massacre. Meanwhile, 
Wilson and the team start to 
believe House's vicodin use has 
caused permanent damage.

Ep 4: Massage Therapy,
When a patient is admitted 
after suffering severe and 
uncontrollable vomiting, 
House and the team make 
unexpected discoveries about 
her identity as they assess 
her symptoms.

Ep 13: Man of the House,
House treats a marriage expert 
who collapses during a seminar.
The team finds that a lifestyle 
change have caused him to 
develop several diagnosis.

Ep 7: Ugly,
House and his team are 
hampered by a reality 
television crew whilst 
battling over possible 
diagnoses for a 
craniofacial surgery patient.

Ep 7: Teamwork,
After House's medical license 
is reinstated, he reclaims his 
role as Head of Diagnostics in 
time to treat Hank Hardwick, 
an adult film star admitted to 
Princeton Plainsboro for 
pulsating eye pain. 

Every episode of House M.D. was rated by fans on 
IMDB.com on a scale of 1-10 and each call out provided 
gives a description on the best and worst rated episodes 
from all eight seasons.

Although the mantra "Everybody Lies" is proven over and 
over again, the concept that "people never change, they only 
come up with better lies" is tested up until the last moments 
as the characters (and the show) drive off into an adventure 
left to the imagination. Here you can see the number of 
episodes in a season where a patient’s lie had cause 
complications in finding their final diagnosis.
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In all 8 seasons of House M.D. there have been reoccurring 
final diagnoses House and the team had found. This is a list 
of the most common diagnoses that patients receive.

Throughout television history, medical TV dramas have 
always been a big success with viewers. Examples like 
General Hospital, started in 1963, named the world's third 
longest-running scripted drama series, was a stepping stone 
for House M.D. and many others alike. Each drama has been 
able to create new premises to entice a totally new 
demographic bring new life to a classic setting.
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A closer look at the critically-acclaimed American medical television drama


