
A Historic 
Look at  

History & Two Uncommon Directors

Studio Ghibli, Inc. is a Japanese animation �lm studio based in 
Koganei, Tokyo, Japan. The studio is best known for its anime 
feature �lms, and has also produced several short �lms, 
television commercials, and one television �lm. It was founded 
in June 1985 after the success of Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind (1984), with funding by Tokuma Shoten.
     Eight of Studio Ghibli's �lms are among the 15 
highest-grossing anime �lms made in Japan, with Spirited 
Away (2001) being the highest, grossing over $274 million 
worldwide. Many of their works have won the Animage Anime 
Grand Prix award, and four have won the Japan Academy Prize 
for Animation of the Year. In 2002, Spirited Away won a Golden 
Bear and an Academy Award for Best Animated Feature Film 
in 2003. On August 3, 2014, Studio Ghibli announced it was 
temporarily halting production following the retirement of 
director Hayao Miyazaki.
     The name Ghibli was given by Hayao Miyazaki bearing the 
Caproni C. 309 Ghibli in mind, an Italian aircraft that was used 
in World War II. Miyazki used “ghibli” because it was based on 
the Arabic name for the sirocco, or better known as the 
Mediterranean wind. In Italy, people pronounce Ghibli with a 
harder “G” as opposed to Miyazki’s “Ghibli” at a softer “G” 
(Jiburi). According to Miyazki, he chose that name because he 
wanted to ‘blow a new wind through the anime industry.”

Two uncommon directors, Miyazaki Hayao and Takahata Isao, 
are at the root of Studio Ghibli. They met in the 1960s at Tôei 
Dôga, the biggest animation studio in Japan. Takahata Isao 
began working there in 1961 as an assistant director after 
having studied French literature at the prestigious University of 
Tokyo. Miyazaki Hayao, having earned degrees in political 
science and economics, began working as an illustrator at the 
studio in 1964. Miyazaki quickly forged friendships with 
Takahata and Ôtsuka Yasuo, with whom he militated for the 
Tôei workers union. Together, they made the feature �lm 
Horus: Prince of the Sun in 1968, a work that marked a turning 
point in the world of animation as much for its technical 
mastery as for its re�ection of the social dissent of the time. 
     The team was possessed of great ambition in their 
decision to produce a �lm that would not be designed solely for 
children. This, though, did not sit well with the management at 
Tôei, who imposed several cuts and rewrites throughout the 
�lm's creation. When the �lm was released, it was a 
commercial failure due to its inability to �nd an audience niche. 
In 1971, Tôei Animation decided to stop producing feature �lms 
in order to concentrate solely on the production of animated 
series for television. The company forced the production of 
these series to a frenzied pace, ultimately sparking the largest 
strike in the company's history and prompting the departure of 
Takahata and Miyazaki to embark onto Studio Ghibli. 

All the �lms that have ever been produced by 
Hayao Miyazaki are done so without a script. In 
an interview he stated it’s because he, “usually 
doesn’t have the time.” So these intricate 
animated �lms we’ve come to love and cherish 
are just a spur of the moment thoughts.

Eight of Studio Ghibli's �lms are among the 15 
highest-grossing anime �lms made in Japan, 
with Spirited Away being the highest, grossing 
over $274 million worldwide. 1992's 
pig-in-a-�ghter-plane saga, Porco Rosso knocked 
E.T. off the top spot as the highest-grossing �lm in 
Japan, while Princess  Mononoke from 1997 was 
tussling at the upper echelons of the box of�ce 
with James Cameron's Titanic.

Studio Ghibli was only able to attain solvency in 1988, with the 
simultaneous release of Takahata Isao's Grave of the Fire�ies 
and Miyazaki Hayao's My Neighbor Totoro. The latter of the two 
�lms was intended for a younger audience and sold 800,000 
tickets in 5 weeks. In August 1989, Studio Ghibli achieved 
another feat with the huge success of Kiki's Delivery Service, 
selling 2,640,000 tickets and earning 2.15 billion yen (About ~19 
million euros) at the box of�ce. Thanks to Kiki, the studio was 
able to create salaried positions for all of its animators and to 
�nance its �lms without running great risks should a �lm 
perform poorly at the box of�ce.
   The graph to the left of us displays Facebook’s, “Social 
Breaks” website, where users around the world sign up, create 
accounts, and design these polls on how big of a Studio Ghibli 
fan they are. I was surprised to see this many users as there 
128,519 fans that have participated in the whole distribution poll 
across america. With of course Japan being number one at 
71,109 fans, it was interesing to see Thailand in 2nd with 17,311 
fans. I assumed United States to have more fans, with only 
5,333 to count. And though the poll does some a bit small, to 
even think fans just  signed up to participate on Facebook should 
tell a lot about Studio Ghibli, and what they have done to 
produce these greate and memorable �lms. 

Two actors who have played Batman on screen 
have lent their voices to the English language 
adaptations of Miyazaki’s �lms. Michael Keaton, 
who played Batman in the Tim Burton �lms, 
provided the voice of Porco Rosso, while 
Christian Bale, who played The Caped Crusader 
in the Christopher Nolan �lms, provided the 
voice of Howl in Howl’s Moving Castle.

This chart shows the top �ve 
Studio Ghibli �lms opening gross 
in America. The bubbles display 
their lifetime gross, as well as the 
�lm names. Based at Box Of�ce 
Mojo, the website says that Ponyo 
is the highest grossing �lm with a 
lifetime gross of $15,090,399.

Culture Convenience Club Co., Ltd., a 
Japanese company that operates 
TSUTAYA, a chain of movie rental stores, 
conducted the survey, which was taken by 
1,251 TSUTAYA point card holders 
between the ages of 16 and 69. The 
survey’s �rst question asked if members 
had ever watched a �lm directed by Hayao 
Miyazaki to which 95.6 percent of 
respondents said that they have watched 
at least one.
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My Neighbor Totoro 1988 

Considered as one of the 
most beloved animated 
�lms of all time as
Totoro has become the 
Mickey Mouse of Japan.

Kiki's Delivery Service 1989 

Only Yesterday 1991 

Porco Rosso 1992
 

Castle in the sky 1986 

Pom Poko 1994 

Whisper of the Heart 1995 

Princess Mononoke 1997

My Neighbor The Yamadas 1999 

The Cat Returns 2002 

Howl's Moving Castle 2004 

Tales from Earthsea 2006 

Ponyo 2008 

The Secret World of Arriety 2010 

From up on Poppy Hill 2011

The Wind Rises 2013 

The Tale of Princess Kaguya 2013 

1985 1989 1993 1997 2005 2009 2013 

A Timeline of the Films Created

Studio Ghibli in Numbers

Film Facts

Studio Ghibli Fan Base Distribution Details

2001 

opening gross in movies Who has watched a Ghibli film in Japan?

Howl’s 
Moving 
Castle

Ponyo Princess 
Mononoke

Spirited Away The Wind 
Rises

Lifetime Gross

15 mil
10 mil

2 mil

15 M

10 M

5 M

1 M

20 M

Spirited Away 2001 

Spirited away earns 30.4 billion yen, 
easily becoming the highest 
grossing �lm in Japanese history. 
It even won an Oscar.

Vietnam 1,547

Venezuela

United States 5,333

Europe

Germany 1,673

Thailand

Taiwan 2,687

South Korea

Singapore

Russia 1,000

Philippines

Peru

New Zealand

17,311

71,109

17,311

5,333

Mexico 1,626

Malaysia

Japan
71,109

Iran

Spain 653

France 1,796

United Kingdom 1,803

Indonesia

India

Hong Kong

Costa Rica

Colombia

China

Asia

Chile

Scale: Total Fanbase Distribution

Canada 1,049

Brazil 1,783

Australia 1,308

Argentina

A Historic look at Studio Ghibli | Designed by Willie Yapching | SFSU DAI 523 Information Design Fall, Stephanie Tang | Sources: Little White Lies, Wikipedia, Inaglobal, Social Breakers.

Ponyo
Castle in the sky 
Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind
Porco Rosso
The Castle of Cagliostro

Spirited Away
Howl’s Moving Castle
My Neighbor Totoro
Princess Mononoke
Kiki’s Delivery Service


