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Largest

Airlines
 US Airways (LCC) and America West m

erged, so did 

Delta (DAL) and Northwest, S
outhwest (L

UV) and AirTran, 

and Air France (AF:FP) and KLM. In the past fe
w weeks, 

US Airways and Delta have expressed interest in
 each 

other while independently eyeing American Airlines, now 

in Chapter 11.

 All this amalgamating may be a good thing for the air

lines. It 
could wring redundancies out of the system and, 

done right, bring order and discipline to an industry that 

since its d
eregulation in 1978 has been prone to destabi

lizin
g price wars and chronic overexpansion. (It’s

 also 

likely to raise fares, at least on some routes.) In
 buying 

Continental, United promised Wall Street $1.2 billion in 

new revenue and cost sa
vings.
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World’s Top 5 Busiest Airports

World’s busiest airport  Most passengers annually  Most international passengers annually  Most cargo traffic by weight annully  Most aircraft movements annually 
             (1998 - present)          (2014 - present)         (2010 - present)         (2015 - present) 
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