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bee concerned?

annual colony  loss 

california honey bees

the bees knees
honey bees contribute over 15 million dollars 

to the value of u.s. crop production.
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sources:
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdamobile?navid=usdabees 
https://www.uky.edu/Ag/CCD/introsheets/honey.pdf 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/media/1679173/special-article-september_-pollinator-service-market-4-.pdf
http://www.abfnet.org
http://beeinformed.org
http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/resources/2013-Pollination-Survey%20.pdf 
https://bip2.beeinformed.org/geo/ 
http://www.takepart.com 
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/declining_bee_populations_pose_a_threat_to_global_agriculture/2645/
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there are over 90 crops in the u.s (120 worldwide) that depend on 
honey bee pollination for growth and substancial crop yield. here is a 
selection of crops that hold the highest percentages of dependency 
on bee pollination.

the pie charts on the show the loss of bee 
population over the last few years.

honeybees in california are extremely important 
for pollinating california crops.
california’s almond industry alone requires 
the pollination services of approximately 
1.4 million beehives annually—60% of all u.s. 
beehives—yielding 80% of the worldwide  almond 
production worth 4.8 billion dollars each year.

causes of loss 
• parasites 
• exposure to pesticides we put in  
• beehives to control parasitic mites;
• poor nutrition due to loss of floral 
• food sources; pesticides in the 
bees’ environment;
• at least 14 other diseases, fungi, 
and parasites.
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while winter losses were lower, summer 
losses-exceeding those of winter for the 
first time-resulted in an increased annual 
loss of 42.1 percent from april ‘14 to ‘15.

although the bee population is slowly 
growing from 2006 when ccd was 
introduced, many factors have affected 
bee pollination in the united states.
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almond fees for california have significantly 
risen since 2007. in 2007 the fee for almonds was 
$143, now the price exceeds over $159.

this problem leads to almonds becoming more 
expensive in supermarkets.

unlike some plants, almond trees are not 
self-pollinating, so they need some extra help to 
fertilize flowers and start the process of grow-
ing nuts. honey bees provide the essential link 
from one blossom to another. av
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colony collapse disorder (ccd) 
has effected at least half of all u.s 
commercial honey bee colonies. 

beekeepers across the united states lost 
more than 40 percent of their honey bee 
colonies during the year spanning april 
2014 to april 2015, according to the latest 
results of an awnnual nationwide survey. 

“about 1.6 million colonies 
of honey bees are placed 
in california almond 
orchards at the beginning 
of the bloom period to 
pollinate the crop.”

“the u.s. department 
of agriculture says 
beekeepers have been 
losing approxinmately 30 
percent of their honey 
bees each year.”

“one out of every three bites of food 
americans eat is pollinated by bees.”
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