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Independent vs. major music label grammy wins in 2015
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Indies fared better in 
other categories, 
winning 20 of the 50 
categories most
associated with recorded 
music and record labels 
(categories related to 
songwriting, arranging, 
production and packaging 
were excluded from 
these calculations). 

Major labels won big 
across the most popular 
genres, and Universal 
Music Group nudged 
out Sony Music for the 
most wins -- 13 to 12 -- 
across 50 recorded 
music categories. 

Sony-owned Columbia 
Records had four wins 
across 20 popular 
categories; two for 
Pharrell, one for Tony 
Bennett & Lady Gaga, 
and one for Beyonce.
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39.9million 
(a record, following the death 
of Whitney Houston)
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The 
57th 

annual 
Grammy 

Awards in 2015 
hit a low note in the 

ratings, which saw the 
CBS telecast dominate broad-
cast rivals while slipping in popularity 

from recent years. The Grammys had 
24.18 million viewers and a 8.5 rating among adults 18-49, 

down 11 percent in viewrs and 14 percent in the adult demo 
(in fact, it was the show’s lowest demo rating in six years).

Billboard reports 
that a single 30 second spot 

during the ceremony cost some advertisers 
nearly $1 million dollars, rivaling the type of prices 

seen at bigger events like the Super Bowl. 

Exec VP-prime time sales and innovation at CBS Linda Rene seems to 
think so as well: “We liken it to a musical Super Bowl”... It’s a huge event 

for the music industry; live events have really gone through the roof for quite a 
while. The social aspect has added to the immediacy of that -- there has been an 

increasingly heavy demand from our partners moreso this year than any other year.” 
Viewership reached over 25 million for 2013's ceremony, with ad prices reaching an 

astronomical price of $900,000 per spot. Demand is high for the GRAMMYs, and the social 
media prominence of live events means more eyes and more dollars for willing companies.
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most grammy wins TOP GRAMMY CATEGORY WINNERS IN 2015

Sir Georg Solti, 
Hungarian-born 

British conductor 
and pianist, is one 

of the most 
highly regarded 

conductors of the 
second half of the 

20th century. He 
was especially 

noted for his inter-
pretations of Ro-
mantic orchestral 

and operatic works. Album of the Year
Morning Phase, Beck 
Beyonce, Beyonce
x, Ed Sheeran
In the Lonely Hour, Sam Smith
Girl, Pharrell Williams

Best Rock Album
Ryan Adams, Ryan Adams
Morning Phase, Beck 
Turn Blue, The Black Keys
Hypnotic Eye, Tom Petty & the 
Heartbreakers
Songs of Innocence, U2

Best Pop Solo Performance
"All of Me," John Legend
"Chandelier," Sia
"Stay With Me," Sam Smith
"Shake It Off," Taylor Swift
"Happy," Pharrell Williams

Best Music Video
"We Exist," Arcade Fire 
"Turn Down for What," DJ Snake & Lil Jon 
"Chandelier," Sia 
"Happy," Pharrell Williams
"The Golden Age," Woodkid ft. Max Richter

Best Urban Contemporary Album
Sail Out, Jhene Aiko
Beyonce, Beyonce
X, Chris Brown
Mali Is, Mali Music
Girl, Pharrell Williams

Record of the Year
"Fancy," Iggy Azalea ft. Charli XCX
"Chandelier," Sia
"Stay With Me" Sam Smith
"Shake It Off," Taylor Swift
"All About That Bass," Meghan Trainor

Best Country Album
Riser, Dierks Bentley
The Outsiders, Eric Church
The Way I'm Livin', Lee Ann Womack
12 Stories, Brandy Clark
Platinum, Miranda Lambert 

Song of the Year
"Chandelier," Sia
"All About That Bass," Meghan Trainor
"Shake It Off," Taylor Swift
"Stay With Me" Sam Smith
"Take Me to Church," Hozier

Best Pop Vocal Album
Ghost Stories, Coldplay
Bangerz, Miley Cyrus
My Everything, Ariana Grande
Prism, Katy Perry
x, Ed Sheeran
In the Lonely Hour, Sam Smith

Best New Artist
Bastille
Iggy Azalea
Brandy Clark
Haim
Sam Smith 

Best R&B Performance
"Drunk In Love," Beyoncé ft. Jay Z 
"New Flame," Chris Brown 
  ft. Usher & Rick Ross
"It's Your World," Jennifer Hudson 
  ft. R. Kelly 
"Like This," Ledisi 
"Good Kisser," Usher

Best R&B Song
"Drunk In Love," Beyonce ft. Jay Z
"Good Kisser," Usher
"New Flame," Chris Brown 
  ft. Usher & Rick Ross
"Options (Wolfjames Version)," Luke James 
  ft. Rick Ross
"The Worst," Jhené Aiko 

Stevie Wonder is an 
American musician and 
a former child prodigy 

who became one of 
the most creative 

musical figures of the 
late 20th century. His 

hit songs include 
"Living in the City," 

"Boogie on a Reggae 
Woman" and "Isn't 

She Lovely.”

Bruce Springsteen is 
an arena rock star 

and a well-regarded 
singer-songwriter. His 

best known 
songs chronicle 

Springsteen's 
working-class roots 

in New Jersey.

Tony Bennett is an 
American jazz vocalist, 

best known for 
performing standards 

and his signature 
song, "I Left My Heart 

in San Francisco."
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Quincy Jones is 
best known as a 

composer and 
record producer 

for legendary 
musicians such 

as Frank Sinatra, 
Michael Jack-

son, Celene 
Dion and Aretha 
Franklin. He has 
79 nominations 
and 27 wins for 

a Grammy.

U2 are an Irish rock 
band from Dublin. 

Formed in 1976, the 
group consists of Bono 
(vocals and guitar), the 

Edge (guitar, keyboards, 
and vocals), Adam 

Clayton (bass guitar), 
and Larry Mullen, Jr. 

(drums and percussion). 

Eminem is an American rapper, 
record producer and actor 
known as one of the most 

controversial and best-selling 
artists of the early 21st century. 

he recording industry's most prestigious 
award, the Grammy, is presented annually by 
The Recording Academy. A Grammy is awarded 

by The Recording Academy's voting membership 
to honor excellence in the recording arts and sci-
ences. It is truly a peer honor, awarded by and to 
artists and technical professionals for artistic or 
technical achievement, not sales or chart positions 
(Grammy Awards Voting Process). The annual 
Grammy Awards presentation brings together 
thousands of creative and technical professionals in 
the recording industry from all over the world. 

Best Rap Album
The New Classic, Iggy Azalea 
Because the Internet, Childish Gambino 
Nobody's Smiling, Common 
The Marshall Mathers LP2, Eminem
Oxymoron, ScHoolboy Q 
Blacc Hollywood, Wiz Khalifa

Best Rap/Sung Collaboration
"Blak Majik," Common ft. Jhené Aiko 
"The Monster," Eminem ft. Rihanna
"Tuesday," I Love Makonnen ft. Drake 
"Studio," ScHoolboy Q 
  ft. BJ The Chicago Kid 
"Bound 2," Kanye West & Charlie Wilson  


