
SFMTA’S $130 MILLION INDUSTRY
If you’re a car owner in San Francisco, you’ve likely been brought to tears at least once by a 
dreaded white envelope under your wiper, or towering hourly parking meter rates. If so, you’ve 
probably wondered: exactly how much money does the city of San Francisco rake in from these 
revenue streams every year? For many, the cost of parking in this city seems unreasonably 
high, but how does it compare to other cities?

Here’s the answer: San Francisco has the most expensive parking tickets in the entire  
United States. 
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There are 111 different parking citations doled out in the 

city, ranging from $46 for “blocking a residential door” to 

$880 for “blocking access to a blue zone.” Here are 20 of 

the ticket prices from 2013-14.

Of the 130 million San Francisco makes, most of the 

parking revenue gets sucked into the ever-growing Muni 

budget deficit.

Out of all the 86,400 new commuters in 

San Francisco from 2006-14, surprisingly 

only 4,800 of them are drivers.

Parking Ticket Fees in San Francisco Highest Average Parking Citation Fees by City

Where Does This Money Go? STEPS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION:

Annual Parking Fee Revenue in San Francisco
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Muni Budget Deficit

Senior PCO’s Salaries
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Parking Control Officer’s Salaries

$47,119,999
from meter fees

$87,263,867
from paid citations

$134,383,866

City fees are rising 
every year, so it’s 
no surprise that SF 
has seen a increase 
in other modes of 
transportation. 
However, in the long 
run the costly fees 
may help to beautify 
the city, reduce 
pollution, avoid 
crowding, and help the 
Muni budget deficit.

At $74, San Francisco’s  

standard parking tickets  

are the most expensive in  

the country, by nearly $10.
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