PLAY LIKE A GIRL

The United States won its third Women’s
World Cup in 2015, extending its quarter-cen-

Experts say the U.S. wouldn't be the pow-
erhouse it is today without Title IX — the law

ed to play on and thrived. This year’s World
Cup match marked the fourth U.S. women’s

U.S. still has a long way to go in gender equi-
ty in sports.

A look into

Women’s Soccer
in the USA
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so good at women’s soccer? And it’s especial- In the following years, a new generation triumph,” she said. “ had a poster of that in kind of inequality, it speaks volumes about 18
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. The US women'’s national team’s championship win over Japan in the 2015 Women’s World Cup final broke new
ground as the most-watched soccer match US history. Those numbers easily surpass the previous mark of 18.2 mil-

lion set by last year’s USA vs. Portugal match during the men’s World Cup in Brazil. This is a huge step forward as the
USWNT begins to gain the recognition they deserve.

Position: Midfielder
Years on USWNT: 1987-2010
Accomplishments:

First woman to play in five world cups.

Position: Forward Position: Forward
Years on USWNT: 2001-Present Years on USWNT: 2001-Present

Accomplishments: Accomplishments:

Has scored more career goals than any player, man or woman, inthe  Two-time Olympic gold medalist and has played in three World Cup

Position: Forward
Years on USWNT: 1987-2004

Accomplishments:

Youngest player to join the USWNT.

Elected US Female Athlete of the Year 5 years in a row. Has played in more international games than any player, man or woman, history of soccer.
Awarded the FIFA World Player of the Year in 2012 becoming the first

woman to win the award in ten years.

Tournaments. First woman to score three goals in world cup final.
Became the first woman inducted to the World Football Hall of Fame.
Helped the USWNT earn two World Cup Titles, and three Olympic med-
als, and four National Titles.

in the history of soccer.
Member of the USWNT for 24 years.

Helped the team win four national championships, two World Cups, and Listed as one of the 100 most influential people in the world by Time

two gold medals.

“MY COACH SAID I RAN

LIKE A GIRL AND 1 SAID IF
HE RAN A LITTLE FASTER,
HE COULD T00.”
-MIA HAMM

Magazine in 2015.

The first Women’s World Cup was seen by
an audience of 90,000, more than any other

women'’s sporting event. Brandi Chastain be-
came an icon for the win when she celebrated
the historic moment for the USWNT
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The US established its first women'’s league in
1951. The Craig Club Girls Soccer League'’s four

1 95 1 teams had complete schedules for two sea-
sons. The history of Women soccer hit a big
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The first women’s soccer game was
played in England with a crowd of

53,000. The Football Association in Lon- §[T7¥
1 920 don were threatened by the lady play- &

ers,and in 1921, banned women from ' ;
playing soccer for 50 years.

1 98 oS Girl's youth soccer becomes more
popular in the US
Title IX is established, prohibiting |

1 972 gender discrimination in educa- .

tional activities. This allowed wom-

en to get sports scholarships at the
collegiate level.

The USWMNT took the world by storm
when they won their third world cup cham-
pionship
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