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Sales of Lotteries in the United States 
in 2016 by States (in billion U.S. dollars)

Yearly Spending on
Lottery Tickets by State
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Many believe that playing the lottery is a quick way to achieve the 
“American Dream.” Although it is a quick way to attain it, the odds are 
drastically against the player. Statistically, the odds of winning are 
about 1 in 175 million. You have a much better chance getting struck 
by lightning or getting killed by a shark. Below are graphs created by 
data sets found through research. The goal is to visually educate 
using the graphics and facts they are describing. At the very bottom, 
you will find the Powerball number draw frequencies from 2016 to 
2018. The numbers aren’t in order of numerical value, but of the 
amount of times the number was drawn. The most drawn number is 
first until the least drawn number which is last. To some, the lottery is 
a form of escape while others use it for a chance at their big break.

This map of the United States is showing how much the 
average person spent on lottery tickets in a given year. 
The states in gray do not have a state run lottery. The bar 
graphs in the circles show which states have the highest 
lottery expense per capita, and highest annual revenue.

These are the Powerball number draw frequencies from 2016 
to 2018. The size of the balls are proportional to the amount of 
times the specific number was drawn in that time period. This 
is a great way to visually show which numbers are drawn more.
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Not many are aware of who is actually benefiting from those who 
play the lottery. Obviously, those who play get most of the win-
nings. However, state governments receive about a fourth of the 
total winnings, and the remaining go to general expenses and the 
lottery retailers.

Who Benefits from 
Playing the Lottery?

General Expenses

State Governments

Lottery Retailers

Paid in Winnings
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