Water As a Global Resource

Water Scarcity
A Growing Global Problem

Since 1960 the world’s population has doubled.
With population growth comes the international
need for water. According to the United Nations
Environment Programme, more than half of the
world’s population will struggle with water
shortages by 2030. Today rivers, lakes, and
reservoirs are being fought over.Climate changes
are melting glaciers and sea levels are rising,
spoiling fresh water resources. The world is in a
water crisis. While the population can help by
reducing water use domestically, there can always
be away to conserve more water.
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© 15.2% The visual map to the left shows the percentage
9-0 -10.2% of total water use in each region. While this is an
5.0% effective visual, the size of the regions do not
® 182.1% show the different percentage ratios. To
compare ratios, the visual above shows the
® 06-1.1%

percentage of water used by a per-capita basis.

\“‘

Water Use by Sector

Agricultural, Domestic, and Industrial
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Water use can be broken down into three main 81%
categories, water consumption domestically,
industrially, and agriculturally. The Food and
Agriculture Organization claims that 70 percent of
world water goes to agriculture. Currently, countries
considered low income are using most of their water 12%
agriculturally to provide food globally. These are also Industrial
areas that are currently facing water scarcity, which
will only be magnified in the years to come. “FAO says
agriculture's role in generating water scarcity - and
degrading high quality surface and groundwater for
marginal output - is not disputed.” The visual aid to Agriculfui?
the left shows the regional use of water in agriculture,
industry and domestically. Water management can
be improved in every sector but especially where

negligence occurs most.

15%
53% Domestic

Domestic
7%
Industrial

12%
Agricultural

10%

Industrial

North America Central America & Caribbean

Ty
: 7%

Industrial

Industrial §& p
19% : 18%

Domestic

13%

Domestic

C

3%

Domestic

39%

Agricultural

Agricultural
14%

19%
Domestic

Industrial
48%
13%

Domestic

86%

Agricultural

Agricultural
88%

Domestic

8%

Industrial

11%

4%
Industrial

DAI 523 Information Design |
Instructor: Pino Trogu

Design and Industry Department
College of Creative Arts

Sources:

San Francisco State University
California, USA — December 2009

Martin, James. “Turning the Tide on the World’s Water Crisis.”
McGill University. 2006.

Case Study No. 02
Designed by Miranda Bague _ www.fao.org

The 34x44 poster can be folded down

¢ BACK 2 FRONT ¢ s . .
< COVER ¢ COVER ¢ . : to 8.5x11 as shown on the grid.




