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THE GENDER GAP IN PhDs  
FEMALE EDITION

Women today are more likely than men to complete 

college and attend graduate school, and make up nearly 

half of the country's total workforce. Yet past gaps in 

education and experience appear to be contributing to a 

persistent pay gap between the sexes, a new report shows.

"Women are fast becoming our most 

educated workers – they are attending 

school at higher rates, and they are entering 

a wide range of careers and deepening their 

work experience,"

PhDs Obtained by Females in United States by Major

Women More Likely to Graduate College, 

but Still Earn Less Than Men

Non S&E 65.63%

Social & Behavioral Science 21.45%

Computer Science 1.09%

Biological Science & Mathematics 8.65%
93,570

11,796

10,019

231,962

24,384

709,757
PhDs Received by Females

Engineering  2.25%

Agricultural Science 0.93%
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Females Receiving PhDs by Country

Top 5 Countries 

of Females 

Receiving PhD

19,101
3,208,575

1,604,287

All Fields of Study

India
China

United States
Russia

Brazil

3,208,575
1,751,501

1,081,488
855,335

547,238

*values shown are number of 

males receiving PhDs in all 

fields of study.

Ameer Razman Chin | DES523.01 | Trogu | SFSU | Fall 2019

India

3,208,575

China
1,751,501

United States

1,081,488

292,009

254,967

248,158

242,529

214,422

209,210

199,193

19
1,5

0
8

18
6,

32
2

16
2,

79
6

135,100

119,272

136,563

137,903

162,644

855,335 547,238Russia Brazil

Indonesia Mexico

Iran

Egypt

Turkey Australia

Spain

Poland Italy

S.
 K

or
ea

G
er

m
an

y

Fr
an

ce

Taiwan

Japan

United
Kingdom

India

3,208,575

China
1,751,501

United States

1,081,488

292,009

254,967

248,158

242,529

214,422

209,210

199,193

19
1,5

0
8

18
6,

32
2

16
2,

79
6

135,100

119,272

136,563

137,903

162,644

855,335 547,238Russia Brazil

Indonesia Mexico

Iran

Egypt

Turkey Australia

Spain

Poland Italy

S.
 K

or
ea

G
er

m
an

y

Fr
an

ce

Taiwan

Japan

United
Kingdom

India
3,086,332

China

1,662,286

809,453

312,426

20
8,

39
3

20
4

,2
85

19
9,

85
6

19
5,

99
4

183,396

166,648

141,501

109,490

102,660 90,499

97
,7

69

94
,2

26

310,606

235,731

550,715 314,140United States

Indonesia

Japan

M
ex

ic
o

S. Korea
Australia Italy

Taiwan

France

Sp
ai

n

P
ol

an
d

Germany

E
g

yp
t

Tu
rk

ey

U
n

it
ed

 K
in

g
d

om

Iran

Russia Brazil

India
3,086,332

China

1,662,286

809,453

312,426

20
8,

39
3

20
4

,2
85

19
9,

85
6

19
5,

99
4

183,396

166,648

141,501

109,490

102,660 90,499

97
,7

69

94
,2

26

310,606

235,731

550,715 314,140United States

Indonesia

Japan

M
ex

ic
o

S. Korea
Australia Italy

Taiwan

France

Sp
ai

n

P
ol

an
d

Germany

E
g

yp
t

Tu
rk

ey

U
n

it
ed

 K
in

g
d

om

Iran

Russia BrazilMen and Women in the Top 20 Countries Obtaining PhDs

Females 

Males 


