VCU - Typographics I
™~ Fall 1990
Trogu 1

Premise: "First acquire an infallible technique and then
open yourself to inspiration."

Japanese saying
Introduction: See attached texts:
Inspired typography, by Bradbury Thompson

Introduction to 'A timeline of American typography'
by Lorraine Ferguson & Douglass Scott

Course structure: A detailed exploration of the formal aspects of letters
and their combinations

The principal tools to be used are plaka, ruler and compass.
The ability to precisely sketch type by hand will be a
goal and requirement. Collage will also be used.

The basic principles of typography and type technology
will be explored, including the proper use of a pica
’pn~ ruler and a proportion wheel.

A series of eight finished boards will be the core of your
final portfolio, plus all sketches, possibly bound into a
volume, collages, etc.

A board will be due approximately every two weeks;
deadlines will be announced as the course progresses.
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Other in-class assignments, tests, and exercises will be
’ announced at a later date.
Required tools: See demonstration
Board size: 14-1/4 X 22-1/2 Heavy weight bristol or illustration board
Required book: Typographic design: form and communication
Optional: Pocket Pal
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